ORDINANCE  02-2012 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER XIV, “SEWERS,” AND CHAPTER XV, “WATER,” OF THE 

“REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 

BOROUGH OF SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY.” 


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights have determined that it is necessary and appropriate to amend the rates and charges set forth in Chapters XIV and XV of the Borough Code, regarding Sewer and Water regulations, respectively, in certain respects as set forth herein.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, in the County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. That Chapter XIV, entitled “Sewers,” of the “Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, New Jersey” is hereby amended and supplemented in the following respects (amendments are indicated by strikeout, and additions by underline):

14-1.5  Sewer Rates. 

a.

Annual Charges.
1.
The following sewer rates are hereby established as the annual charges for the use of sanitary sewers:


(a)
Sewer rates for residential units. 

(1)
Single family unit:  For the first forty thousand (40,000) seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gallons per quarter, the sum of two hundred ($200.00) two hundred eighty ($280.00) dollars. Any excess thereof through twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter shall be billed at the rate of one dollar twenty-five ($1.25) one dollar ninety ($1.90) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount.  For usage which exceeds twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons, the excess shall be billed at the rate of two dollars fifty ($2.50) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount.


Residences having a second service use shall be charged for a second unit of use.  If, however, the second service use shall have been vacated and not used for a period of at least two (2) full years then the second service charge may be eliminated and a special service charge of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars per year imposed in its place, which shall not be prorated.  The owner thereof shall make application in writing prior to June 1st of any billing year for elimination of the above second billed unit and acceptance of the special sewer service charge.  A required Certificate of Occupancy shall determine the right of the Borough for a second service use charge.  

(2) 
Multifamily unit, per unit:  For the first forty thousand (40,000) seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gallons per quarter, the sum of two hundred ($200.00) two hundred eighty ($280.00) dollars. Any excess thereof through twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter shall be billed at the rate of one dollar twenty-five ($1.25) one dollar ninety ($1.90) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount. For usage which exceeds twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons, the excess shall be billed at the rate of two dollars fifty ($2.50) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount.


(3)
Motels: For the first forty thousand (40,000) gallons, the sum of two hundred ($200.00) dollars plus one hundred ($100.00) dollars per motel unit. Any excess thereof shall be billed at the rate of one dollar twenty-five ($1.25) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons. Shall be billed one hundred fifty ($150.00) dollars per unit.  In addition, motels shall be billed two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars for the first seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gallons per quarter.  Any excess thereof through twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter shall be billed at one dollar ninety ($1.90) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount.  For usage which exceeds twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter, motels shall be billed at two dollars fifty ($2.50) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount. 

(4)
Convalescent rooms: For the first forty thousand (40,000) gallons, the sum of two hundred ($200.00) dollars, plus sixty ($60.00) dollars per room available for rental. Any excess thereof shall be billed at the rate of one dollar twenty-five ($1.25) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons. Shall be billed one hundred ten ($110.00) dollars per unit.  In addition, convalescent rooms shall be billed two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars for the first seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gallons per quarter.  Any excess thereof through twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter shall be billed at one dollar ninety ($1.90) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount. For usage which exceeds twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter, convalescent rooms shall be billed at two dollars fifty ($2.50) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount. 

(5)
Rooming house: For the first forty thou-sand (40,000) gallons, the sum of two hundred ($200.00) dollars, plus sixty ($60.00) dollars per room available for rental. Any excess thereof shall be billed at the rate of one dollar twenty-five ($1.25) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons.  Shall be billed one hundred ten ($110.00) dollars per unit.  In addition, rooming houses shall be billed two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars for the first seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gallons per quarter. Any excess thereof through twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter shall be billed at one dollar ninety ($1.90) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount. For usage which exceeds twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter, rooming houses shall be billed at two dollars fifty ($2.50) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount. 
(6)
Senior Citizen and Disabled Reduction: Any person owning a single family unit and residing in the Borough of the age of sixty-five (65) or more years, or less than sixty-five (65) years of age and permanently and totally disabled according to the provisions of the Federal Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. s.301 et seq., or disabled under any Federal law administered by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs if the disability is rated as sixty (60%) percent or higher, and the person either is annually eligible to receive assistance under the "Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and Disabled" (PAAD) program, P.L. 1975, c.194 (C.30:4D-20 et seq.) or has a total income not in excess of ten thousand ($10,000.00) dollars per year exclusive of benefits under any one of the following:

(i)
The Federal Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. s.301 et seq. and all amendments and supplements thereto;

(ii)
Any other program of the Federal government or pursuant to any other Federal law which provides benefits in whole or in part in lieu of benefits referred to in, or for persons excluded from coverage under paragraph a,1(a)(6)(i) of this subsection including, but not limited to, the Federal "Railroad Retirement Act of 1974," 45 U.S.C. s.231 et seq., and Federal pension, disability and retirement programs; or

(iii)
Pension, disability or retirement programs of any state or its political subdivisions, or agencies thereof, for persons not covered under paragraph a,1(a)(6)(i) of this subsection except that, the total amount of benefits to be allowed exclusion by any owner under paragraph a,1(a)(6)(ii) or (iii) of this subsection shall not be in excess of the maximum amount of benefits payable to, and allowable for exclusion by, an owner in similar circumstances under paragraph a,1(a)(6)(i) of this subsection,

shall be entitled to a reduction in their annual sewer charge in the sum of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars. Such reduction shall be limited to one (1) reduction per single family unit and one (1) reduction per qualifying person. To obtain the benefit of the reduction, a person shall make annual application no later than January 30th of the year for which the reduction is sought [May 30, 2003 for 2003], must have made an initial application by January 30, 2012 to the Collector on a form which certifies that the person meets the qualifying criteria. Thereafter, those who have previously qualified shall file an annual application for a continuation of the reduction no later than January 30th of the year for which the reduction is sought to the Collector on a form which certifies that the person meets the qualifying criteria. However, no new initial applications shall be accepted after January 30, 2012. 
(b)
Sewer rate for commercial units, per unit: For the first forty thousand (40,000) seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gallons per quarter, the sum of two hundred seventy-five ($275.00) four hundred seventy-five ($475.00) dollars. Any excess thereof through twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons per quarter shall be billed at the rate of one dollar seventy ($1.70) two dollars eighty ($2.80) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount. For usage which exceeds twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons, the excess shall be billed at the rate of three dollars seventy ($3.70) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount.

(c)
Sewer rates for combination units. 
(1)
Any combination of use of a structure for residential and commercial purposes shall pay the combined minimum residential and commercial rate. 

b.
Any use not covered by the foregoing classifications will be subject to rates to be determined by the Borough Council after due and proper investigation of the sewer requirements.

c.
In accordance with law, authorized officers, agents or employees of the Borough may enter into all premises in the Borough in order to determine the use made or to be made of the sewer system by the owners, tenants or occupants of the premises.

The Borough shall have the right through inspection to determine the proper billing usage unit classification, and to determine the true number of billing units on which to base the yearly charge.

14-2   SEWER CONNECTION CHARGES.

 


14-2.1   Charges.

The charge for the construction and installation of a four (4") inch pipe house connection for the Borough sewer line to the property line of the owner of any property within the Borough shall be as follows:

a.
The charge of five hundred fifty ($550.00) one thousand one hundred ($1,100.00) dollars shall be made to any property owner whose house connection shall be made in a street, avenue or road having a gravel pavement or a bituminous-treated gravel pavement (blacktop road).
b.
The charge of five hundred seventy-five ($575.00) one thousand one hundred fifty ($1,150.00) dollars shall be made to any property owner whose house connection shall be made in a street, avenue or road having a reinforced concrete pavement.

c.
In the event that the Borough Engineer determines that due to depth or other site conditions, an outside or independent contractor is required to perform the work, the property owner will be advised of same and he will have the option of paying for the increased cost or of engaging his own contractor to perform the work, provided the contractor chosen is approved by the Borough Engineer and is bonded and insured.

d.
In addition to the fees heretofore set forth in this subsection 14-2.1 the property owner shall be responsible for any fee imposed by the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority for the connection and shall also be responsible for any special permits required by any other governmental agency.

14-4   MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM.

 


14-4.1   Illicit Connections.
a.
Purpose. The purpose of this subsection is to prohibit illicit connections to the municipal separate storm sewer system(s) operated by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, so as to protect public health, safety and welfare, and to prescribe penalties for the failure to comply.

b.
Definitions. For the purposes of this subsection, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this subsection clearly demonstrates a different meaning. The definitions below are the same as or based on corresponding definitions in the New Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) rules at N.J.A.C. 7:14A-1.2.

Domestic sewage shall mean waste and wastewater from humans or household operations.

Illicit connection shall mean any physical or nonphysical connection that discharges domestic sewage, non-contact cooling water, process wastewater, or other industrial waste (other than stormwater) to the municipal separate storm sewer system operated by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, unless that discharge is authorized under a NJPDES permit other than the Tier A Municipal Stormwater General Permit (NJPDES Permit Number NJ00141852). Nonphysical connections may include, but are not limited to, leaks, flows, or overflows into the municipal separate storm sewer system.

Industrial waste shall mean nondomestic waste, including, but not limited to, those pollutants regulated under Section 307(a), (b), or (c) of the Federal Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1317(a), (b), or (c)).

Municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) shall mean a conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains) that is owned or operated by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights or other public body, and is designed and used for collecting and conveying stormwater. 

NJPDES permit shall mean a permit issued by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to implement the New Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) rules at N.J.A.C. 7:14A.

Non-contact cooling water shall mean water used to reduce temperature for the purpose of cooling. Such waters do not come into direct contact with any raw material, intermediate product (other than heat) or finished product. Non-contact cooling water may, however, contain algaecides or biocides to control fouling of equipment such as heat exchangers, and/or corrosion inhibitors.

Process wastewater shall mean any water which, during manufacturing or processing, comes into direct contact with or results from the production or use of any raw material, intermediate product, finished product, byproduct, or waste product. Process wastewater includes, but is not limited to, leachate and cooling water other than non-contact cooling water.

Stormwater shall mean water resulting from precipitation (including rain and snow) that runs off the land's surface, is transmitted to the subsurface, is captured by separate storm sewers or other sewerage or drainage facilities, or is conveyed by snow removal equipment.

c.
Prohibited Conduct. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged through an illicit connection to the municipal separate storm sewer system operated by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights any domestic sewage, non-contact cooling water, process wastewater, or other industrial waste (other than stormwater).

d.
Enforcement. This subsection shall be enforced by the Police Department, Engineering Department, and/or the Code Enforcement Officer of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights.

e.
Penalties. Any person(s) who is found to be in violation of the provisions of this subsection shall be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty ($250.00) five thousand ($5,000.00) dollars.

14-4.2  Disposal of Materials to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Prohibited.
a.
Purpose. The purpose of this subsection is to prohibit the spilling, dumping, or disposal of materials other than stormwater to the municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) operated by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, so as to protect public health, safety and welfare, and to prescribe penalties for the failure to comply.
b.
Definitions. For the purpose of this subsection, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this subsection clearly demonstrates a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the future, words used in the plural number include the singular number, and words used in the singular number include the plural number. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely directory.

Municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) shall mean a conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains) that is owned or operated by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights or other public body, and is designed and used for collecting and conveying stormwater.

Person shall mean any individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, or political subdivision of this State subject to municipal jurisdiction. 

Stormwater shall mean water resulting from precipitation (including rain and snow) that runs off the land's surface, is transmitted to the subsurface, is captured by separate storm sewers or other sewerage or drainage facilities, or is conveyed by snow removal equipment.

c.
Prohibited Conduct. The spilling, dumping, or disposal of materials other than stormwater to the municipal separate storm sewer system operated by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights or the Borough of Spring Lake Heights Municipal Utilities Authority is prohibited. The spilling, dumping, or disposal of materials other than stormwater in such a manner as to cause the discharge of pollutants to the municipal separate storm sewer system is also prohibited. 

d.
Exceptions to Prohibition.

1.
Water line flushing and discharges from potable water sources.

2.
Uncontaminated ground water (e.g., infiltration, crawl space or basement sump pumps, foundation or footing drains, rising ground waters).

3.
Air conditioning condensate (excluding contact and non-contact cooling water).

4.
Irrigation water (including landscape and lawn watering runoff).

5.
Flows from springs, riparian habitats and wetlands, water reservoir discharges and diverted stream flows. 

6.
Residential car washing water, and residential swimming pool discharges.

7.
Sidewalk, driveway and street wash water.

8.
Flows from firefighting activities.

9.
Flows from rinsing of the following equipment with clean water:

(a)
Beach maintenance equipment immediately following their use for their intended purposes; and

(b)
Equipment used in the application of salt and de-icing materials immediately following salt and de-icing material applications. Prior to rinsing with clean water, all residual salt and de-icing materials must be removed from equipment and vehicles to the maximum extent practicable using dry cleaning methods (e.g., shoveling and sweeping). Recovered materials are to be returned to storage for reuse or properly discarded. Rinsing of equipment, as noted in the above situation is limited to exterior, undercarriage, and exposed parts and does not apply to engines or other enclosed machinery.

e.
Enforcement. This subsection shall be enforced by the Code Enforcement Officer or the Borough of Spring Lake Heights Police Department.

f.
Penalties. Any person(s) who continues to be in violation of the provisions of this subsection, after being duly notified, shall be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars. as follows: 

1st violation – Not to exceed two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars;


2nd violation – Not to exceed one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars; and


Each additional violation – Not to exceed five thousand ($5,000.00) dollars. 

2.
That Chapter XV, entitled “Water,” of the “Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, New Jersey” is hereby amended and supplemented in the following respects (amendments are indicated by strikeout, and additions by underline):

15-1.14   Rates.
a.
The minimum charge for yearly service, in addition to the amount charged for yearly usage, to each customer shall be:
1.
Residential (Single Family Unit) - Two hundred ($200.00) Two hundred eighty ($280.00) dollars per unit of service use. Residences having a second service use shall be charged for a second unit of use.  If, however, the second use shall have been vacated and not used for a period of at least two (2) full years then the second service charge may be eliminated and a special service charge of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars per year imposed in its place which shall not be prorated. The owner thereof shall make application in writing prior to June 1st of any billing year for elimination of the above second billed unit and acceptance of the special water service charge. A required Certificate of Occupancy shall determine the right of the Borough for a second service use charge.

2.
Apartments (Multifamily Unit) - Two hundred ($200.00) Two hundred eighty ($280.00) dollars per apartment unit.

3.
Motel Rooms - One hundred fifty ($150.00) Two hundred ($200.00) dollars per motel unit.

4.
Convalescent Rooms - One hundred fifty ($150.00) Two hundred ($200.00) dollars per unit.  Each additional sleeping room shall be classed as a unit.

5.
Rooming Houses - One hundred fifty ($150.00) Two hundred ($200.00) dollars per rooming unit. Each individual sleeping room shall be classified as a rooming unit.

6.
Commercial Units - Three hundred ($300.00) Five hundred ($500.00) dollars per unit.

b.
The foregoing "service rate" is due and payable in advance of four (4) quarterly installments on July 15, October 15, January 15 and April 15. The hereinafter "water used" rate shall be determined from the previous quarter's meter reading to show excess used for the previous quarter, and shall be billed each quarter. In the event that a payment date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the payment date shall then be the first business day thereafter.

1.
Any combination of uses within a structure for residential and/or commercial or other uses shall pay the combined rates for all such uses.

2.
Customers connecting into the water system, shall at the time of connection, pay the applicable charges for the quarterly installment most previously billed by the Borough.
c.         1.
For the first ten thousand (10,000) seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gallons of water each quarter the charge shall be included in the basic charge for service as set forth in subsection 15-1.14a above.

2.
For each one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of ten thousand (10,000) seven thousand five hundred (7,500) and up to twenty-five (25,000) gallons (water used), there shall be the additional charge of three dollars and fifty ($3.50) five dollars and sixty ($5.60) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount.
3.
Reserved. For usage which exceeds twenty-five thousand (25,000) gallons, the excess shall be billed at the rate of seven dollars fifty ($7.50) cents per one thousand (1,000) gallons or fraction thereof in excess of this amount.

4.
To all bills paid more than thirty (30) days after the same shall become due, interest shall be charged at the rate established on January 1 by resolution of Mayor and Council.

5.
The Borough shall have the right through inspection to determine the proper billing usage unit classification and to determine the true number of billing units on which to base the yearly charge.

d.
Senior Citizen and Disabled Reduction. Any person owning a single family unit and residing in the Borough of the age of sixty-five (65) or more years, or less than sixty-five (65) years of age and permanently and totally disabled according to the provisions of the Federal Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. s.301 et seq., or disabled under any Federal law administered by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs if the disability is rated as sixty (60%) percent or higher, and the person either is annually eligible to receive assistance under the "Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and Disabled" (PAAD) program, P.L. 1975, c.194 (C.30:40D-20 et seq.) or has a total income not in excess of ten thousand ($10,000.00) dollars per year exclusive of benefits under any one of the following:

1.
The Federal Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. s.301 et seq. and all amendments and supplements thereto;

2.
Any other program of the Federal government or pursuant to any other Federal law which provides benefits in whole or in part in lieu of benefits referred to in, or for persons excluded from coverage under paragraph d,1 of this subsection including, but not limited to, the Federal "Railroad Retirement Act of 1974," 45 U.S.C.. s.231 et seq., and Federal pension, disability and retirement programs; or

3.
Pension, disability or retirement programs of any state or its political subdivisions, or agencies thereof, for persons not covered under paragraph d,1. of this subsection except that, the total amount of benefits to be allowed exclusion by any owner under paragraphs d,2 or d,3 of this subsection shall not be in excess of the maximum amount of benefits payable to, and allowable for exclusion by, an owner in similar circumstances under paragraph d,1 of this subsection,

shall be entitled to a reduction in their annual sewer charge in the sum of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars. Such reduction shall be limited to one (1) reduction per single family unit and one (1) reduction per qualifying person. To obtain the benefit of the reduction, a person shall make annual application no later than January 30th of the year for which the reduction is sought [May 30, 2003 for 2003], must have made an initial application by January 30, 2012 to the Collector on a form which certifies that the person meets the qualifying criteria. Thereafter, those who have previously qualified shall file an annual application for a continuation of the reduction no later than January 30th of the year for which the reduction is sought to the Collector on a form which certifies that the person meets the qualifying criteria. However, no new initial applications shall be accepted after January 30, 2012. 
15-1.15   Miscellaneous Charges.
a.
The charge for installing a complete water service shall be the sum of five hundred ($500.00) one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars, which shall include a three-fourths-inch tap in the main, running service to the curb and installing a curb stop with a meter, yoke and three-fourths-inch-by-five-eighths-inch water meter.

b.
For a one-inch tap, the charge shall be the sum of five hundred fifty ($550.00) one thousand one hundred ($1,100.00) dollars.

c.
For a two-inch tap, the charge shall be the sum of eight hundred fifty ($850.00) one thousand seven hundred ($1,700.00) dollars.

d.
For a three-inch tap, the charge shall be the sum of one thousand one hundred fifty ($1,150.00) two thousand three hundred ($2,300.00) dollars.

e.
For a four-inch tap, the charge shall be the sum of one thousand four hundred fifty ($1,450.00) two thousand nine hundred ($2,900.00) dollars.

f.
For any larger taps, the price thereof shall be fixed at the time of application.

g.
For any tap where the scope of the work requires the services of an outside heavy equipment contractor to excavate for the service tap, the applicant shall pay any incurred charges over and above the code charge for that size of tap and the actual amount of the bill incurred plus an amount sufficient to cover the cost of the meter and administrative charges.

1.
Any fees imposed by any other agency in connection with the installation of a water service, such as for State highway opening permits, shall also be paid by the applicant for service.

h.
At the time of application with respect to a tap to be made, the amount due shall be paid for in advance, together with the current quarterly billing of the amount of the water bill as estimated by the Water Department.

i.
When service is discontinued due to lack of occupancy, nonpayment of bills or violation of the Borough's rules, charges will be made as follows:

1.
For turning off or turning on the water at the curb, fifty ($50.00) one hundred dollars.

2.
When water is turned off at the main, involving excavation in a public street: in a graveled street, three hundred fifty ($350.00) five hundred ($500.00) dollars; in a paved street, the full cost thereof.

3.
For temporarily or seasonally discontinuing water service (turn off), ten ($10.00) fifty ($50.00) dollars.

4.
For temporarily or seasonally starting up water service (turn on), ten ($10.00) fifty ($50.00) dollars.

j.
Changing and Testing Meters.
1.
The charge for changing meters, when a meter is removed for repairs for which the customer is responsible, will be twenty-five ($25.00) one hundred ($100.00) dollars for meters up to one (1") inch in diameter plus ten ($10.00) fifty ($50.00) dollars per inch for meters over one (1") inch.

2.
The Water Department will, at the request of any consumer, test the meter by having it sent to a certified meter inspection company upon the payment of twenty-five ($25.00) fifty ($50.00) dollars, payable in advance.  If the meter is found to be fast, bills rendered will be adjusted with the understanding that, when the test is made, the meter or meters will record within two (2%) percent of absolute correctness upon ordinary-size flows or openings.  In no case shall there be an adjustment of less than the minimum of the annual service charge.  If the meter is found to be correct the consumer or owner shall be responsible for all cost of the inspection in addition to the twenty-five ($25.00) fifty ($50.00) dollars paid in advance.  If the meter is found to be defective, the consumer or owner shall be refunded the test fee.
k. 
When the water has been turned off for nonpayment of charges or for violation of any of the provisions of this section, it shall not be turned on again without the direction of the Water Department and until all expenses attending to the turning off and turning on of the water, together with the charges accrued, shall have been paid.  If it is found that the water has been turned on again without compliance with this section, the Superintendent of the Water Department may cause the service connection to be removed, and it shall not be restored until the provisions of this section have been fully com-plied with and until all back charges and expenses have been paid and directions issued for the turning on of water.

l.
Where a meter is set at the request of a customer, the customer shall pay for such setting the amount deter-mined by the Water Department.
m.
Filling of Swimming Pools.
1.
Application may be made to the Water Department to arrange for the filling of swimming pools and other such uses.  A fee of twenty ($20.00) fifty ($50.00) dollars will be charged upon application.  Such filling and usage of water shall be under the strict supervision of the Superintendent of the Water Department and shall be done at his discretion.

2.
There shall be a fixed charge of ten ($10.00) fifty ($50.00) dollars for each fifty-foot length of filling hose required from the hydrant to the swimming pool site.

3.
Water usage to fill such pools, etc., shall be charged at the average rate of three ($3.00) dollars five dollars and sixty ($5.60) cents for each one thousand (1,000) gallons used.
n.
In any case where the Water Department is caused to respond to premises for the making of repairs that are caused by the actions or inaction of the owner and/or occupant of the premises and the making of said repairs are required to be made during hours other than the Water Department's regular business hours, the owner of said property shall be obligated to reimburse the Borough for a minimum of two (2) hours work at the rate of one hundred fifty ($50.00) ($150.00) dollars per hour and shall additionally reimburse the Borough the sum of one hundred fifty ($50.00) ($150.00) dollars for each hour thereafter. The decision as to who is responsible for the repairs that are required to be made shall rest with the manager and/or superintendent from the Water Department on site.

o.
An annual Pass Through Charge to underwrite the debt service charges of the Borough's respective Water and Sewer Authorities, including but not limited to New Jersey Water Supply Authority and South Monmouth Regional Sewage Authority, will be charged at the following annual rates:

	Water, Commercial, C01 through C08
	$200.00 per unit

	Water, Commercial, C09 through C10
	$  50.00 per unit

	Water, Residential, R01
	$  80.00 per unit


This charge will be billed in its entirety, immediately upon the effective date of this paragraph;* thereafter it will be billed in quarterly installments, in accordance with subsection 15-1.14b.




The charge shall be administered in accordance with the following provisions:

1.
The foregoing Pass Through Charge shall be reviewed annually by the Mayor and Council, no later than January 10th of each year. At that time, should the Utility Budget surplus balance, as of December 31 of the preceding year, be above eight (8%) percent of the total annual Utility Budget for the same year; then the Pass Through Charge may be waived, in its entirety, or any part thereof, by way of a resolution approved by the Borough Council.
2.
Commencing with the year 2007, and every five (5) years from that date, the Borough will undertake a comprehensive Utility Rate Study. This study shall be used to determine if the current rates are fairly distributed amongst all Utility customers and that they will adequately support present and future Utility Budgets.

3.
That the provisions of this Ordinance shall be severable.  In the event that any portion of this Ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be limited in its effect only to that portion of the Ordinance actually adjudged to be invalid and shall not be deemed to affect the operation of any other portion thereof, which shall remain in full force and effect.

4.
That all other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.

5.
That this Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with the law.

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights on _______________, 2012 and was finally adopted on ______________, 2012.  

________________________________________







JANINE GILLIS, ACTING BOROUGH CLERK
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