ORDINANCE NO. 4-2009
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING RECREATION COMMISSION
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, in the County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.
ESTABLISHMENT, COMPOSITION, TERM AND APPOINTMENT OF BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS. 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-1 to 9, a Board of Recreation Commissioners is hereby established in the Borough.

The Board of Recreation Commissioners shall consist of three members appointed by the Mayor. All members shall serve without compensation. The Board members shall be citizens and residents of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights. Two members shall be sitting members of the Council of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights. Of these, one member shall be the current Chair of the Finance Committee. The third member shall be the Chair of the Recreation Committee.

The three members of the Board of Recreation Commissioners shall be appointed for initial terms of one, two and three years, respectively, so that the term of one Commissioner shall expire in each year.  Thereafter, all appointments shall be for a term of three years.  Vacancies in the term of any Commissioner shall be filled for the unexpired term only. Commissioners shall serve until their respective successors are appointed and qualified, unless their tenure as members of Spring Lake Heights Governing body expires, in which case their membership on the Recreation Commission shall also expire.  Commissioners shall receive no compensation for their services. Terms are intended to run concurrent to terms of office. 

Any Commissioner leaving their Council seat for any reason nullifies their appointment on the Board of Recreation Commissioners.

Section 2.
MEETINGS.


The Board of Recreation Commissioners shall establish rules of procedure for meetings and a regular meeting schedule. The Board of Recreation Commissioners shall meet monthly and all meetings are subject to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act. The Board of Recreation Commissioners meeting schedule shall be provided to the Borough Clerk who shall make all necessary announcements and postings. Minutes of all meetings shall be maintained and Board of Recreation Commissioner approved minutes shall be submitted to the Borough Clerk for appropriate record keeping.

Section 3.
POWERS OF BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS; FINANCES.


The Board of Recreation Commissioners shall have such powers and the Board shall receive such financial aid from the Borough as shall be authorized by the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:12-1 et seq. or as authorized by the Mayor and Council in accordance with other applicable law. 

Section 4.
RECREATIONAL BENEFITS FOR RESIDENTS; EXCEPTION.

All recreational activities authorized and conducted by the Board of Recreation Commissioners shall be solely for the use and the benefit of the residents of the Borough, except where voted and approved by the Board of Recreation Commissioners and the Mayor and Council. 

Section 5.
FEES FOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITES.


In accordance with the N.J.S.A. 40:12-5, as amended from time to time, the Board of Recreation Commissioners may charge and collect reasonable fees from participants or spectators or from both participants and spectators with respect to recreational activities. The amounts charged and collected shall be used to make the recreation programs self-perpetuating. 

As per N.J.S.A. 40:12-8, all monies received by the Board shall be paid over to the Chief Financial Officer and the same duly deposited in a special recreation trust fund, which special trust fund shall be under the control of the Board of Recreation Commissioners and used only for the purpose of defraying the expenses of  improving, maintaining or policing the playgrounds and recreation places and for the other expenses of the board.

Section 6.
ESTABLISHMENT, COMPOSITION, TERM AND APPOINTMENT OF A RECREATION COMMITTEE. 

A Recreation Committee is hereby established in the Borough. The Committee shall act as an advisory agent to the Board of Recreation Commissioners and Mayor and Council on all recreational matters.
The Recreation Committee shall be composed of up to seven members who shall be citizens and residents of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights. All members shall serve without compensation and shall be appointed by the Mayor with advice and consent of the Council. 

The Mayor, with the advice and consent of the Council, shall designate one (1) of the members to serve as Chair and presiding officer of the Committee on an annual basis. The Chairperson of the Recreation Committee shall also sit as the non-Council member of the 3-person Board of Recreation Commissioners.
Appointments to the Recreation Committee shall be as follows: The Committee members first appointed shall be appointed for terms of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years, respectively, in such manner that the term of at least one Committee member and not more than two Committee members shall expire in each year according to the number appointed as fixed by the Mayor (with the advice and consent of the Council).  Thereafter, all appointments shall be for a term of five years if the Committee consists of five or seven members, or for a term of three years if the Committee consists of three members.  Any vacancy occurring other than by the expiration of a term shall be filled for the unexpired term only, in the same manner as the original term.

Two alternates may be appointed by the Council. Alternate members shall be designated at the time of appointment as "Alternate No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2."  The length of the terms of the alternate members shall be the same as the length of the terms of the regular members of the Recreation Committee.  If two alternates are appointed, their terms shall be staggered by the appointment of one of the alternates for an initial term that is a year less than a regular term.  A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled by the governing body for the unexpired term only. 

Section 7.
ATTENDANCE.


 The Recreation Committee shall have a meetings attendance policy such that members failing to attend three (3) consecutive meetings, without the consent of the Chairperson, shall have their membership subject to review and possible replacement.

Section 8.
RESIGNATION, REMOVALS, AND VACANCIES.


Any Recreation Committee member who wishes to resign their position shall submit any such request to the Chairperson who shall provide it to the governing body for action. 


Any member may be removed by the Mayor and Council for cause, on written charges served upon the member and after the hearing thereon at which the member shall be entitled to be heard in person or by counsel.


Vacancies due to resignation or other cause shall be filled by the Mayor and Council. A member appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term of the member being replaced. 

Section 9.
MEETINGS.


The Recreation Committee shall establish rules of procedure for meetings and a regular meeting schedule. All agenda items shall require a majority vote. A quorum required to take action at Recreation Committee meetings shall be at least four (4) of the current voting membership if the Committee consists of seven (7) members, or at least three (3) of the current voting membership if the Committee consists of five (5) members, or at least two (2) of the current voting membership if the Committee consists of three (3) members. 


The Recreation Committee shall meet monthly and all meetings are subject to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act. The Recreation Committee meeting schedule shall be provided to the Borough Clerk who shall make all necessary announcements and postings. Minutes of all meetings shall be maintained and Recreation Committee approved minutes shall be submitted to the Borough Clerk for appropriate record keeping.

Section 10.
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE RECREATION COMMITTEE.  

The powers and duties of the Recreation Committee shall be as follows: 

Schedule monthly meetings, with additional meetings to be called by the Chairman.

Advise the Board of Recreation Commissioners and the Mayor and Council regarding ordinances which affect the recreation of the Borough.

Advise the Board of Recreation Commissioners and the Mayor and Council as to the recreational needs of the Borough.

Advise the Planning Board and Environmental Commission concerning recreation and open space, including an annual review of the "recreation and open space" components of the Borough's Master Plan.

Advise the Borough regarding cultural and recreational programs and activities in cooperation with other public and private agencies and organizations, and provide specialized programs for the aged, the handicapped and other special purposes.

Advise the Board of Recreation Commissioners and recommend procedures and programs for the repair, maintenance, restoration and enhancement of the Borough's recreational facilities.

Undertake any other duties that may be assigned by the Board of Recreation Commissioners or the Mayor and Council.

Each program coordinator should obtain a list of all volunteers and paid assistants. This list is to be presented to the Recreation Chairman who will provide it to the Chief of Police and the police representative in charge of youth background checks. This list will be checked for the current status. A meeting between the police designee, the program coordinator, and the Recreation Chairperson will be held to verify those on the approved list. Volunteers or paid assistants who are not on the approved list cannot participate in the program. 

Section 11.
PERSONS PARTICIPATING IN YOUTH PROGRAMS.  

Mandatory check.  Any person, 18 years of age or older, at the time of commencement of participation in any youth activity, regardless of the capacity (whether as a volunteer or employee), for any program that is organized by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights or any Spring Lake Heights-based organization that utilizes Borough facilities must undergo a mandatory background record check. 

Recognition of comparable record check programs.  Any person who has undergone a record check in other than the program that is utilized by the Borough may request enrollment into the Borough plan so long as it is within six months from the date of the application in a comparable background record check program, provided that it meets the threshold standards of the program utilized by the Borough of Spring Lake Heights. 

Any person who has undergone a record check in other than the program utilized by the Borough must provide the results of that check in writing before participating in any youth activity. 

Term of effectiveness.  A person whose primary residence does not change must renew his or her enrollment in the background record check program every five years if the person wishes to continue as a volunteer or employee with the youth program within the Borough. 

Any person who changes his or her residence must file a change of address notice with the Borough. Any person changing his or her residence outside the Borough of Spring Lake Heights must undergo the full, mandatory record check in order to be re-qualified. 

Exemptions.  Any celebrity guests or one-time visitors will be allowed to participate in programs within the Borough so long as they are under the supervision of an approved record-check participant. Additionally, this article does not apply to volunteers and employees of teams or organizations that are not based in the Borough of Spring Lake Heights.

Oversight. The Spring Lake Heights Chief of Police or his designated representative shall act as the program coordinator and work with the Borough Board of Recreation Commissioners, the Recreation Committee, or any other organization in administering this program. 

Additionally, all individuals involved in youth programming will attend a yearly mandatory meeting to review the policies and procedures outlined here. 

Appeals.  Appeal from any decision to decline an applicant from participation in any activities covered by this article will be handled by the Mayor and Council. The Mayor and Council, at their discretion, may establish a review panel to review and decide any appeals. 

Section 12.
AMENDMENT TO BOROUGH CODE.


The current Borough Code, entitled “The Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Spring Lake Heights, New Jersey,” is hereby revised in order to repeal the current provisions of Section 2-17 thereof, entitled “Recreation Commission,” in their entirety, and to replace same with the provisions set forth above.

Section 13.
EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication in accordance with the law.

Section 14.
SEVERABILITY.
The provisions of this Ordinance shall be severable.  In the event that any portion of this Ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be limited in its effect only to the portion of the Ordinance actually adjudged invalid and shall not be deemed to affect the operation of any other portion thereof, which shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 15.
REPEALER.
All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.

THERESA S. CASAGRANDE
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